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At some point in time we have felt like a failure. We slip
up under pressure and fail to meet the expectations of

those we love and respect. We behave poorly in our
family expectations or back slide in our walk with

Christ. There are multiple ways we fail in the world, but
we are not a failure to GOD.  He sees us from the inside
and knows our true heart. He loves unconditionally and

will always strengthen us for the road ahead.



I  HAD BEEN STRUGGLING FOR YEARS, JUMPING FROM ONE JOB TO THE NEXT, NEVER
FINDING THE RIGHT FIT.  THE CONSTANT CHANGES WERE TAKING A TOLL ON ME. I  FELT

COMPLETELY UNSURE AND FRUSTRATED ABOUT MY LIFE AND MY FUTURE. 
ON DAY, MY COUSIN TOLD ME ABOUT THE OIC A COMPANY THAT PROVIDED JOB

TRAINING AND JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE, SO I  DECIDED TO GIVE IT A TRY. I  SIGNED
UP IN OIC’S WEATHERIZATION PROGRAM DUE TO MISSING THE SOLAR PROGRAM START

DATE BY ONE WEEK.
 

AFTER GRADUATING FROM THE OIC PROGRAM, OIC PLACED ME WITH DTPHX.ORG. I
STARTED OUT PUSHING A BUCKET AROUND THE CITY AND PICKING UP TRASH AND
SWEEPING CURBS FOR APPROXIMATELY A YEAR. AT THAT TIME DTPHX.ORG WAS

WORKING ON EXTENDING THE COMPANY AND ADDING A NEW DEPARTMENT. I  WAS
BLESSED WITH ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY TO BE APART OF THE STREETSGATE TEAM ALSO

KNOWN AS THE CLEAN AND GREEN TEAM RUN BY MARK HUTFLEZ.
 

ELEVEN YEARS LATER, I  WORKED HARD AND HAVE BECOME A DEPARTMENT
SUPERVISOR. I  STEADILY INCREASED MY INCOME AND OBTAINED BENEFITS THROUGH

THE CITY PROVIDING STABILITY. IN RETROSPECT, OIC WAS A MAJOR PIVOT IN MY LIFE.
BY BELIEVING IN ME AND CREATING NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR MY LIFE AND MY FUTURE

OIC CREATED THE BEST OPPORTUNITY FOR MY SUCCESS.
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STRAW AND WOOL

THE DIASPORA
COLLECTIVE & LATHA
RESTAURANT AND BAR

BROWNSTONE SPA

ICED UP

GRASSROOTZ BOOKS 
AND JUICE BAR

STARDUST & SAGE

WEIGHT ROOM

MRS. WHITES

BLACK THEATRE 
TROUPE

HUSTLE PHX

TRU ULTRA LOUNGE & 
TRACK CLUB

ALTERATIONS AND CREATIONS
 

ARCHWOOD MARKETPLACE

THE LARDER + THE DELTA
LO-LO’S 

CHICKEN AND WAFFLES

TRAP HAUS BBQ

ANDY’S SHOE SHINE

MONROE’S HOT CHICKEN 

AUGUST IS BLACK BUSINESS MONTH
18 BLACK-OWNED BUSINESSES TO SUPPORT

 IN DOWNTOWN PHOENIX SEE FULL ARTICLE IN DTPHX.ORG







BACK TO SCHOOLBACK TO SCHOOL

Backpack Give A Way 
OIC Partnered with

Ebony House & Arizona
Facts of Life to help

students prepare for a
successful schoool year. 

Thank you
Teresa Pena
and Desert

West Barber
College staff
and students

for the back to
school cuts! 

OIC blessed a
family with

haircuts, shoes and
school supplies.  


